
SEPTEMBER

JULY AUGUST

OCTOBER

OCTOBER

	□ Start consulting Net Price Calculators 
at schools of interest

	□ Research Scholarships through sites 
like Scholarships.com & Fastweb.com

	□ Create Spreadsheet to track Cost of 
Attendance, Net Price Estimate, Merit 
Aid Opportunities, and Requirements/ 
Deadlines for FAFSA and CSS forms

	□ Work on any scholarship applications

	□ Finalize scholarship essays as needed

	□ Revisit Net Price Calculators, especial-
ly if your college list has changed 

	□ Continue working on scholarship 
applications

	□ Make note of any colleges on your list 
with early application deadlines for 
merit aid or honors colleges

	□ Open StudentAid.gov accounts for 
student and parent(s) 

	□ Submit FAFSA when it opens

	□ Submit CSS profile if required by any 
school(s) on your list

	□ Once you have applied for Early Deci-
sion / Early Action schools, check your 
applicant portal to confirm all materi-
als are received 

 
Notes:

A QUICK GUIDE TO 

Financial Aid Planning
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